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1 Not in the slightest,' said the Cardinal, * trust me, my
dear friend, for that. They know everything and appre-
ciate everything; and great as, no doubt, have been your
Bufferings, feel that everything has been ordained for the
best; that the hand of the Almighty has been visible
throughout all these strange events ; that His Church was
never more clearly built upon a rock than at this moment;
that this great manifestation will revive, and even restore,
the faith of Christendom; and that you yourself must be
Looked upon as one of the most favoured of men.'

* Everybody says that/ said Lothair rather peevishly.

4 And everybody feels it,' said the Cardinal.

1 Well, to revert to lesser points/ said Lothair. ' I do not
say I want to return to England, for I dread returning to
England, and do not know whether I shall ever go back
there; and at any rate I doubt not my health at present is
unequal to the effort; but I should like some change in my
mode of life. I will not say it is too much controlled, for
nothing seems ever done without first consulting me; but,
some how or other, we are always in the same groove. I
wish to see more of the world ; I wish to see Rome, and
the people of Rome. I wish to see and do many things
which, if I mention, it would seem to hurt the feelings of
others, and my own are misconceived, but if mentioned by
you all would probably be different.'

' I understand you, my dear young friend, my child, I
will still say,' said the Cardinal. * Nothing can be more
reasonable than what you suggest. No doubt our fiends
may be a little too anxious about you, but they are the
best people in the world. You appear to me to be quito
well enough now to make more exertion than hitherto they
have thought you capable of. They see you every day, and
cannot judge so well of you as I who have been absent. I
will charge myself to effect all your wishes. And we will
begin by my taking you out to-morrow and your driving